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■ ■ • ■ SUMFiARY  OE  EXTENSION  WOHK,  TECHNIQ,UES., , AND' 

■ based  ON  STATE  reports; 

Some  high  lights  of  this  we'ek^s  summary:  . A plan  for  a..State- 
to  encourage  food  preservation  and  Storing; _ cooperative  marketing, to  Army 
camps  "by -farmers  in  adjacent  areas;  and  reports  on  farm  labor. 
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Earm  labor. -Concerted  efforts  were  made  by  Extension  to  'overcome  shortage  of 
136,621  farm  workers  v;ho  have  left  Loui.siana  farms  since  beginning  of  war. 
Survey  showed  approximately  100, 000  harvesters  needed  to  gather  cotton,  rice, 
and  sugarcane  crops,  largest  anticipated  yield  in  many  years.  Extension 
farm  organization  specialist  appointed  State , supervisor,.  Emergency  Farm 
Labor  recruiting  organization.  Through’ meetings,  newspaper,,  and  radio  pub>- 
licity*  State-wide 'feppeal  made  fOr  vqlpptary  enlistm,*nt  ,of!  men  .and  women.,'; 
older,  boys  and"  girls,  to  harvest’ crops.  ' Speciar  information , on.  each  crop, 
"supplied  t O'' newspapers’ serving  production  area's,.. gave, . opportunity  tO' Sta,t,€ 
press  : to!  promote ' sponsored  advert! sih'g, ' Vide;iy  end.  effectively  used*-.-  . 

Brief  informative  statements  supnlied  ministers  of  ..various  ■,  cpngregat  ions  ;■ 
throughout  State  a's  basis"of  appeal  "for  VPrkefs.'  'Each. district,  of  State-;'; 
Organized  by  parish'es  ‘under  'direction  "of  .county ' agents  p'btain  local.  -quota. 
In'-nortReastern  'Louisiana;  part  of  cot"tbn'' are.a,  ,,n9.t,e¥orthy,.cooiseration  ,:  pb- 
■■'ta.ined  from  Negro ■ leaders,'  v;ho  haT  ample  "help; from,. mqm’Oers,  of  thei-r;  race,  • 

Commddi ty  '-'cro"p"^ ii’^-Acr eage  ; of ' cotton  tE^^.sy^.fall  .estimated ..by  ,, crop-reporting 
bureau”a;t'  9’9&*-'000‘  'acres,'"  2 percent  less 'than 'Tast  year^  but  ..expected  tQ  ;,pro- 
duce  710,  <^00  bales,  as  against  593*000  bales  in  19^2."’  'Value  of  anticipated 
yield  of  lint  is  $71, 000,  000, _ in  additiop  to  ^_$.15,,,Q0p,.,QQQ.  rfo.r  ..cet.tpns'eed.  ■ ■ 
Es.t.i'mated'  ride  "aefb^age  i's''  6;20V6'0Q ' adrep est;t"mated;  ..yi.e.ld,  6.,,U2P;,.o'DO  barrel-'s, 
wi-th  value'^  td ’Lo-ui'^'t'ana'  farm'eV s ’ 'o'f  $W,’96''6vO;C),QV"  '"Sugafc;ane. ' acreage^  t,o.  ■b'e  ''-i 
harvested- -for  •■'s'u'gar- 'thiP  ■'year”is'  2tO,"OQp '"acr.es;  eipti mated  .yield  .-of  ■.sug.g^pane, 
'5 , ^00 ,"  00"0>  t OhP'U  val’ue  ■■'Of  Vaw’ augaf.' Ero,p.;,''.i?,3'3*-570',pdU;.^^  "yiel'd;  ,pf-  ppmmerci.al 
blackstrapOmp-lasspsy  '35i'’00d',  OUd-'gbillohP';' .value  of  blackstrap,  mpla.sees.,  • 

$6, -300,000-;  v:  •;>'■;  rcu.:'!  ^ ! ''''"‘tV' 'EE.  'T  - ,.R  -TE,  . 
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Aid  to  draft”  Ijoards. -At  request  of  mil 
tension  farm-management  specialist  v/as 
aid  in  determining  qualifications  for 
Louisiana  farms. 


itary  draft  "board  authorities,  an 
assigned  as  agricult’oral  adviser 
deferment  among'  draftees  from 


ex- 

to 


Sveetpotato  harvest . -Bumper  crop  of  over,..8, 000,  OQD,  ■bushels-  of  sweetpotatoes 
expected  to  be  harvested.  Meetings  to  discuss  plans  for  orderly  marketing 
arranged  t'hrodighout  sweetpotato  belt.  , 


Fall  gardens. -In  spite  of  protracted  drought,  fall  gardening  well  under  way. 
■Virtually  every  urban  and  rural  home  where, ■garden's!: :hbd''beeri  planted  in  suring, 
has  repealed  program  for  fall  .growing,  even.  though''-ma'fi;V  gardens. have  had  to 
be  replanted- 'two'"  or’  three.^times  becaubq.^’of  .continued'-dry  weather.  Though 
no  definite '‘figures  "are  .available,  5^  percent  of  urban  homes  and  ^8  percent 
of  farms  are '^believed  to  have  gardens. 


Food  preservation. -Farm  and  town  housev;ives  throughout  State  have  been  active 
in  canning  and  preserving  vegetables,  fruit,  and  meats  for  vrinter  use.  "Vol- 
■ume  of  food  preservation  is  ^estimated  to  be  at  least  5^  jjer cent,  more  this 
year  than  in  19^+2.  • > ' i'’ " 

-MISSISSIPPI 

' ;i". August  1,  1943  ‘.. 

Farm  labor. -Requirement'S-  .^Cp-r.. harvesting  fall  crops' 'belhg  determined  and  labor 
recruited  to  meet  expected  n-eeds.  ' In  1 month  .7, 753- volkbrs . recruited  by 
Extension  and  placed 'on  Mississippi  farms.  In*addition/- "'thousands  of  farmers 
took  part  in  neighborhood  dab  oh  exchange.  Problem'-'.of-  meeting  shortages  of 
both  labor  and  machinery  .being  solved,  to  large,  extent',  by  practice  of  swap- 
ping with  neighbors  in  time  of  need.  . 

Total  of  666  white  farmers  -f pom-  21 'counties,  mqs-tly  in  areas  where  severe 
drought  reduced  crops  and  labq.p -n-eeds,  v/ere  .sent  to  -llorth  D^ota  to  assist 
farmers  in  harvesting  200, 000,  OCO;: bushels  of  grain.  Contracts  mp.de  vMth 
agricultural  workers  by  War.  Food  Admini stration  specified” that"  all  Mississippi 
workers  v^ould  be  returned  home-.-by  September  10  to  assist  in  this  State's 
cotton  picking.  Otit-of-State  recruiting  nov',.oyer.  ' Mississippi  "and  other 
Southern  States  thus  had  de.fini-te.  part  in  sa.ving  food  that- Vo uld,  have  been 
lost  without  their  "he  ip'.  ' , . . ...ir  ’ ...  . 

Marketing. -Ebcten si  on-'*  s brgani  zed  ■ farm  production  and  cooperative  marketing  ■ ' 
to  Army  camps  in  Mississippi  is -proving 'profitable  -to  -producers  and  satis- 
factory to  camp  officials.  Five  .counties  adjacent  to- G-renada  sold  to- Camp- 
McCain  25*990  dozen  roasting  ears;  of  Oweet  corn  at  average  price  ’of  28  cents_ 
a dozen,,  realizing  total  of  $7*277*20.  Army  officials  were  highly  pleased 
with  quality  of  corn  delivered.  This  vras  first  year  farmers  in  area  had 
ever  produced-. sweet  corn  for  market. 

Camp  Shelby  area,  around  Hattiesburg,  where  marketing  program  has  been  in 
operation  3 years,  had  much  wider  varlet-y  of  products,  including  corn,  . 
beans,  tomatoes,  peas,  squash,  pepper,  butter  eggs,  and  v/atermelons , Total 


.Pf  $35.* 90^*91 of  thes«  pi^o^uctfSv.>fa?.s'  eoldvto  Camp  Shellsy  during  July, 
Othle.r  farm  producte  sold  through- -poun-tvi’marketing' units',  with  assistance  of 
extenaiop.  agents,  included  li.ye‘Stock>  •poultr’y.Ca.rud  'eggs,'  wool,'''  fruits.  Vege- 
tables, a.nd  farm  seeds,,  for-total  of  ,$177 > ^19 • 29- • ' ' ' 

• 

Better  rural  homes. -Program  for  19^,3- .'based  largely  on  maintenance  and  repairs, 
to  drav/  as  little  as  possible  on  essentia.l  war  materials.  Reports  from  715 
communities  in  66  counties  show  repairs  made  on  9*72^  homes,  white  and  Negro. 
.Repairs  consisted  mainly- o/-  s-creeningj,  outside  and' inside-- repairs  to  homes, 
'including  construction,  o.f  1,427  sanitary. -toilets!  improving' home  water  supply; 
beautifying  home  grounds.  

4-H  Clubs  .-Club  camps,  ordinarily  held  in  July,  w^re' not  encolr’aged  'this 'year 
because  of  transportation, problems  and  labor  shortage...  However,  where  tod 
much  transportation  or  too. long  a time  away  from  home'  vrere  not  involved, 
camps,  were  held  by  2.7. counties  and  attended  1jy-2,.l82  club -members  and  leaders. 
Instruction  staff  was  .furnished  largely,  by  Extension,  to  give  training  in 
conservation,  first  aid,  and . recreation.  • ■ 

Realizing  importance  of  recreational  -activities  for  youth  in  wartime  as  well 
as  normally,  I5  counties  held  1-day  picnics,  with  total  attendance  of  ^,000 
club  members,  and  other  counties  sponsored  community  picnics. 

At  State  Poultry  Association  meeting,- , 54  4-E  Club  members  from  29  counties 
took  -part  in  State  4-H  poultry- judging -contest Three  vrith  highest  score's 
wene  selected  to  represent  Mississippi  in  -National  4-H  Poultry- Judging 
Cb'ntest,  at  Chicago,  111.,  in  December.  '■  i - 

Sweetpotato  program. -Reports  from  72  counties,  vrith  storage  facilities  for 
1 * 350 ♦ 9 24  bushel s , i ndi cat e production-  of-  3-,4l2,045  bushels  -of  sweetpotatoes 
for  market  during  1943-44  season-,  - It  is  estimated  that-  1,176,369  bushels 
vrill.-be  . sold  this  fall  to  Pood- Dlstribut-idn  Administration  (estimate  made- 
prior,  to  announcement  of  new-  support  prices  for  'stored  sweetpotatoes),  leav- 
ing nearly- 9OO1  000 -bushels  for  jtfhlch  .no  storage  facilities  are  available. 

'In  effort  to  meet  sitioatiop  Extension-.has  furnished  farm  storage-hoii5,e 
models  to  60.. county  agent s,;  along  with  'blueprints- and  instructions  Oja  build- 
ing new  or  converting  old_  building.&;-i-nto.  suitable  storage  houses.  'More  than 
750  copies  of  blueprint  distributed  to  growers.;'.  Circular  letters,  news  ar- 
ticles, method  demonstrations,  and -meetings  us.ed  by  extension  specialists; 
county  agents,  and.  leaders  in- this-  educational ' program.  Series  of  10  group 
meetings,  scheduled  for  ■ September  ■ to-  train  agents  and  leaders  in  proper' 
methods  of  harvesting,  handling,  grading,  packing,  storing,  and  marketing 
sweetpotatoes.  . , 

Poultry  .-Annual,,. meeting . of -d'iississippi  Poultry  ■ Improvement  Association  a.t 
Jacks  on',  at  tended  by  ,200  .poultrymen . -State  Poultry-Advisory  Council,-  with- 
extension  poultry  specialist  as  chairman,  named  to  -cooperate  with  National 
Poultry  Adviaory  .Council  .in  promoting  poultry,  .industry  and  to  assist  in 
meeting  wartime  production  goals.  Much  thought  being  given  to  pla.nning 
1944  poultry  improvement  program. 

Rural  l..e.aders '.,^tr.esiaing  course,. -Pourt-e'en  county-  ,-an-d  State  .extension  agents  - 
participated  in  leaders'  training  -go ur..se.  Bponsored  hy'  school  of  education 
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of  State  college.  Course  dealt  largely  vdth  national,  regional,  State,  and 
local  post-war  problems  and  methods  of  solving  them.  Total  of  45  rural 
leaders,  representing  FSA,  SOS,  school  superintendents,  counts'"  health  de- 
partments, and  rural  ministers,  enrolled  for  course. 
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Food  preservation  and  storage. -Realizing  extreme  .importance  of  saving  every 

possible, .fond  for  -i t-^.  raaxiraum  use,  Missouri  Ext'ens'iPn  -SprV-ice-.ls  placing. 

• jna.^or  empha.sis  on  fo.pd:; preservation* *  a.nd  8torage'.'-*s''A'"''ffe'ek-Vas' 'devoted  to  se- 
ries of  food  preservatlpn  a;nd- storage  conference sv—uTwo  ■t^eame,"  each  consist- 
, ing  of  nutrition,  . agricultural  engineering,  arid' ho-htTcUrtuVe' 'specialists,  met 
,.w,ith  all  county  ext-ensiori.' .agents  and  home  demonsVratibri''  'ag'erit''&' in’* 'State , by 
districts,  C;.irrent  food  situation  and  ■Dreservat-ibri-'arid- st'o'rage'- facilities 
in  each  county  were  presented.  Subject  matter  was  given  by  specialists  on 
contribution  of ; vegetabi’es.  to  winter  diet;  late '■tfLand;’'iri'gs  of  fail,  vegetables 
,for  fresh^ use,  •eanni-ngi'an.d' S'torin.g:  and  tj'hes  ef  storage'' struct ures. ' ' In 
afternoon-  county,  agents;  met-,  for  demonstrations  bri'' build! rig'''’ arid  Using  various 
means  of . storage-.j,^-Such'- as' pit , box;  'barrel,  and-'-jar, ' and’’ detaile’d^ presenta- 
tion of  .-plans  for-building- effective  stora.ge  cellar. '-"'-Home '"dembristration'  agents 
met  in  another  group  for  demonstrations  - on 'dryings  brining,  and  sulfuring. 

.As  follow--up  of  th.ese  conferences,  plans  are  nOw"' i'ri’ operrit'ibn' to  assist  agents 
in.  carrying  thi a.-inf orm^-tion  to  people  in  their  counties'.  -'Plans  include  fol- 
lowing methods;;. -fep-encourage  plantings  for  fall  use','‘'pfeser-Ving,  ‘and  storing, 
with  aim  of  making  full  use  of  all  facilities,  and  construction  of  adequate 
.storage  structrures.*--.-:'  o.  ‘-’-i 
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.Mat. of  stqra.ge;  pi-t-,  [together  -with  details  of  bufl'dihg -and''use,  'made 
available  to  all  agents  for  local  new&papers ' - ' 

Each  week,  series  of  six  subject-matter  articles,  under  heading,  "Next 
Wnek  in,.--,t>he^  Garden, -"r  prepared  and-Pent-'to  a:!!' cbUnty'-'-a.-g&ribs.’d'n  St’at'e'. 
,AutioLes..,enipha.siZ‘e  .product, ion,-,  handling;;- and  'Storing -‘of  - Vegetables'.  - Also 
w.eekly.'.serie^s-  o-f,  -s-ix -,sub j:ect<-t^et ber  art-i'.cles,  -ui-nder  heading  '"'Nex't  ¥aek 
. in  the.  .Kitchen--,  "- -is-,  prepared  and'^ent  to  all  home  dem-bnst ration'  agents. 
Ar.tlcl-es, ,.de.alv,).-;i-t;h  p-ffe.ctdve -pr.e-paration-,  use,  .drying,  brining,  and 
.sulfuring,  .of  fo#-d  products . .*  - ■ - .•  • 

In  addition-  to.  .t.4;ese  subject-matter  articles,  som'e'  neVspapers  devote 
special-  sections  to^ planting  and  preservation'.sug'gesticns. 

"Ga.nning  Aides" ••oe  local  leaders  assist  in  carrying' Ihfbrmatiort' to 
. their  .neighborhoo-dsy_-  . . ■ . ' ' p'  '■ 

. Radio.,  i.s  .use-l._ -t-e- br-,Qadcast  subject-matter- ma-tp-rial;';'.-'-'--;''  p-  'S' - 
liemonstra.t4.,oris  p-f;4ry-!ng,  brining, ,- and  use' Of- s'i-mple  ''gbo^age,''’■s-uch'■a-s- 
.plt,.,_,ba.r^el.i.  b.0Xj  .and  jar,'  a re.- held*  by;  agents  ‘arid-’ leade'rs'‘-i'h' co'urit'ies . 

.-.  ■Cqori.i nation  of^.eff  ort. . Of.:-  ail.  interested^^-g'ehOi es'-  -'is'  obfa'i-ried-  ih  hold- 
ing meetings  all  over  counties. 

Displays  of  pit^  storages  are  made  at  fairs,  achievement  days,  a.nd  other 

gatherings.  • . . . --(v.- P- :f.h.o  .r  ‘ p'  

■ : Slatted  crates  ■for.'.st-orage--'.C'®ntaaner-S -ar'e'eohstructed  arid -displa.yed^  in 
. all  counties  ^ :'A  -- 

. . Individuals  aad  centractoi;? 'vho-  contam-ola.te-fbuiiding  stohAgfe- cellar's^' 
are  ■encouraged.rto.-.b.Uild-.-ra.coamended  st-fuctures.- -''-•-P, 
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